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CHINESE SILVERWORK 



{Special Correspoitdence o/The Collector) 



SILVER is to the Orient what gold is to the west. T.o the artist, the 
artisan, the scholar and the collector, it is the king of all the 
precious metals. Its popularity is not due to its cheapness. Jade, 
which rivals silver in public esteem, is much more expensive than gold. 
There may be another reason for the small use of gold as an ornament 
by the Chinese. In the designation of rank and title a gold button 
stands at nearly the bottom of the list. Then, on the other hand, 
golden yellow is the Imperial color, and none but those around the Son 
of Heaven are allowed to use it for wearing, and other purposes. 

Silver jewelry and curios in China are universal. The poorest 
coolie's wife has usually an argent bracelet and earrings. In curios 
and bric-^-brac, the number of silver articles is legion. The greatest 
manufacturing centre is Canton ; but Amoy, Foochow. Nanking and 
Peking possess artists and guilds whose workmanship is fanious 
over the empire. Hours may be spent profitably in studying the designs 
of these eastern artificers. One class of these would delight the lover 
of oddities. It consists of miniature reproductions of features of 
daily life, and is adapted for ear-rings, watch-charms, pendants and 
bangle attachments. Among the more familiar objects are the pagoda, 
sampan (or native boat), junk, the sedan-chair, the small-footed lady's 
shoe, the Goddess of Mercy, the Celestial Poodle, the king of the fishes, 
the sitting Buddha, the dragon, the flying serpent, the begging bonze, 
the tiger, lion, horse, pig, buflEalo, elephant, turtle, crocodile, monkey, 
cat and dog. The longest does not exceed two inches in length ; from 
this figure they diminish in size down to dainty little objects no larger 
than peas. The finish is admirable, the features and hair of the human 
beings and animals, the scales of the fish and crocodiles, the markings 
of the turtle's carapace, being reproduced with the highest care and 
skill. 

Another class consist of imitation cordage. The metal is solid, but 
the surface is so cleverly wrought out that at first sight each piece seems 
a rope, crotchetted cord or braid. Some are as fine as sewing silk, 
while others are thick as clothes lines. The silver is alloyed with a 
small per centage of copper, to increase its hardness and to allow the 



fine carving and grading impossible with the pure metal. These cords 
are used for bracelets, anklets, necklaces, belts, sword-hangings and 
horses' harness. Though stiff, they are not rigid, and bend easily in 
every direction. They can be tied into knots and untied without 
breaking. 

A third class comprises household ornaments, such as match boxes, 
ash cups, joss-stick bowls, sandal-wood urns, plates for opium pipes, 
button boxes, and so on without end. It is of the same general type 
and about the same value as those made in America and Europe. 

A fourth class includes filagree work and tissues, made from fine 
silver wire, and is marked by the highest eloquence. It is a favorite 
kind of work among the Chinese, and has been for centuries. There 
is but little doubt that Marco Polo brought specimens of it to Europe 
from Nanking, and that in tbis manner aided in the after-development 
of the guilds of Italy and France. The designs at times are simply 
delicious. One from Foochow consisted of a bouquet over which was 
loosely wrapped a silk veil. It was so perfectly done that the veil 
looked as if it might blow away at any moment. Through its filmy folds 
the flowers and leaves were all visible. Another gem was a slight 
bouquet, in which feins, lilies of the valley, and similar delicate organ- 
isms were practically photographed in metal. 

A custom of the trade deserves mention. In selling their goods the 
Chinese silversmiths give the weight in silver, its fineness and its value 
as bullion ; and then as a separate item the cost of the workmanship. 
Thus one day in purchasing a pair of corded bracelets my bill ran as 
follows : 

Silver, 4j^ oz. 85 per cent fine $4 20 Mex. 

Workmanship 2 15 

$6 35 Mex_. 
The first item is mathematically correct every time, and is of great 
aid to your " uncle." How would it work in Tiffany's ? 

Edward Bedloe, 
Amoy, September 5, 1892. 
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EXPERT AND RESTORER OF 

ANCIENT ANI> MODERN. 

Collections examined, appraised and reno- 
vated. Absolute integrity of work guaranteed. 
Reference, by permission, to The Collector. 

Appointments for the examination of pictures 
and collections in New York and elsewhere, 
terms, etc., can be made by addressing Mr. 
VOLKMAR, in care of this paper, or at his 
studio at MENLO PARK, NEW JERSEY. 



EXHIBITION OF 

Fine Japanese M OijeBts, 

Including Rare and Old Specimens of 

Pottery, Porcelains^ Paintings or 

Kakemonos by Celebrated Artists, 

Gold Lacquers and Metal WorJcs, 

RECENTLY IMPORTED BY ME FROM JAPAN. 

T020 TAKAYANAGI, 

No. 160 Firth Are., NEW YORK. 



CURIOUS 
BOOKS. 



A large collection of Eng- 
lish, French and German 
Curious Books. Catalogue 
free on application. 

P. V. CBOMBBCGGHE, 
Publishei, Amsterdam (Hol- 
land). Established 1848, 
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23 Union Sijuare, 

Rare Old Mm, 

VIOLAS, •■• 
. CELLOS, 

BOWS, BOXES. 



Highest Grade Repairing. 



FINEST ITALIAN STRINGS. 



Please call and examine 
my stock before purchasing 
elsewhere. 



THE 

GREAT PICTDRE LIGHT. 

Frink's system of reflectors is specially adapted 
to lighting picture galleries, and is used in the 
New York Academy of Design, Metropolitan 
Museum of Art ; also in the private galleries of 
Mr. George W. Vanderbilt, Mr. August Bel- 
mont, Mr. James A. Webb, Madison, N. J.; 
Mr. James W. Ellsworth, Chicago, and others. 
Correspondence invited. 

I. P. FRINK, 551 Pearl St., New York. 
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Tlionias Billlock, 

851 Fourth Ave., 

Between asth and 26th Sts.. 
NEW YORK, 



C. F. LIBBIE & CO., 

AUCTIONEERS, 
666 WASHINaTON STREET, 

• Cor. Beach St., up one flight, 
BOSTON, MASS. 



If you have Books, Autographs, Engravings, 
Newspapers, etc., to dispose of, communicate 
with us. Accurate cataloguing guaranteed. 

THE NEW YORK 
Typogravure Company 

Execute cuts and artistic designing for all 
illustrative purposes ; catalogue work and 
advertisements a specialty. 



98-100 Beekman Street, 

NEW^ YORK CITY. 

E. LE ROY & CO., 



OF THE 

FRENCH SCHOOL OF 1830. 

WITH SELECTED WORKS OF THE MOST 
EMINENT LIVING ARTISTS. 

2 Mue Gluck, 

Behin D THE Opbra House, PARIS, PRANCE. 



